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PAMTH ER 
C U B  "Prima Veritas" 
Volume 2 
Number 1 
OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
DR. A. I. THOMAS, President 
Prairie View, Texas 1980 
Operation Talent Scout 
ATTENTION: Counselors, Principals, Social Studies 
Teachers. 
The Department of History is on a talent hunt for History 
majors. Our hunt is especially strong for students who have 
promise, but are without adequate funds to enter college. We are 
asking for the names of these persons in the graduating class who 
are interested in pursuing a major in History. 
The Department can offer some scholarships to a few 
carefully selected persons. In addition, the school has an aid 
program of scholarships and loans. We will send brochures 
presenting the program in History, the aid program and other 
vital information. 
Execute the enclosed form at your earliest possible 
convenience. We would like to make direct contact with the 
students. 
What Ever Happened to...? 
Nolan F. Ward — 1968 
Son of this community and this Department, none has been 
more representative of our principles than Nolan Felton Ward. 
There was an intellectual curiosity and restlessness about him, a 
desire for personal and social justice, that kept him seeking and 
searching. He remains among the top better students who have 
gone forth from our midst and beloved because he has not 
forgotten our best lesson, viz, how to care for the unfortunate. 
Trained in the public schools around Prairie View, he holds our 
bachelor's and Master's, showing the solid research that would 
win him U.T. Austin's Law School's J.D. 
Marriage to Hazel and the love of Penelope their daughter, 
crown the years of early struggle through employment at High 
Schools, Junior Colleges, and miscellaneous college post until he 
SeeNOLANF. WARD, Page2 
THE PANTHER CUB 
Published Quarterly in the interest of a Greater Prairie View A. 
and M. University. The CUB serves as the voice of Pantherland. 
Prairie View A&M University is open to all, regard­
less of race, color, religion, or national origin. 
EDITOR Harris Bell 
HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY George R. Woolfolk 
Association For The Study of 
Afro-American Life and History 
Program For The 80s 
As always, we are now interested in ASALH memberships 
and in the promotion of the Afro-American History Program 
enunciated by founder Carter G. Woodson and continued 
throughout America by your efforts. The New Program for the 
Eighties calls for increased planning, attention and participation 
by all of our members, with chapter input being crucial. The Oral 
History Program, National Exhibits Project, National Survey of 
Afro-American Studies, February 1981 Afro-American (Black) 
History Month Observance, National Historic Marker Program, 
New ASALH Hall of Fame proposal, Renovation/Restoration of 
the Carter G. Woodson House at 1538 Ninth Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C., ASALH New Orleans Convention, October 
15-19th, 1981 National Afro-American History Kit and a host of 
other ASALH activities claim our attention. 
The Myths of Juneteenth 
Two professors at Prairie View A&M University; George 
Ruble Woolfolk and Harris Earl Bell, have recently discovered 
that though Texas Negroes did indeed receive an announcement 
of freedom on June 19, 1865, there is absolutely no relationship 
between this event and Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation 
and only an incidental connection between the General Granger's 
document read at Galveston and Abraham Lincoln. 
Never quite satisfied with the rather lame statement that it 
took two years for the news of Lincoln's Emancipation 
Proclamation to reach Galveston, the writers asked Dr. David 
Gracy, State Archivist, for a copy of the Document General 
Granger read. The wording not only made no reference to the 
"Emancipation" but was couched in words and ideas totally 
foreign to Lincoln's ideas. Indeed, there seems to be little doubt 
that the Juneteenth Celebration is tied to a statement by General 
Gorden Granger that can be traced to the words of the 
Wade-Davis Bill of 1864, vetoed by Lincoln, but put in a 
"proclamation" as an "alternative" process of reconstruction, 
never used while Lincoln lived, but employed by the 
congressional radicals after his death. 
For 115 years Black People, aided and abetted by the works 
of white historians and the media, have fed this myth. Perhaps 
the time has come to close it out with honest fact. 
DID YOU KNOW???? 
Black adults have been making educational gains, but still lag 
behind their White counterparts. For example, in 1977, about 21 
percent of Black men and women 18 to 24 years old were enrolled 
in college as compared with approximately 27 percent for White 
young adults. The proportion of Blacks enrolled in college remain­
ed stable between 1976 and 1977 but was higher than the 1970 level. 
EDITORIAL — 
To Teach, To Search, To Serve 
University Rebirth in Africa 
Political upheavals usually spell hard times for universities 
trying to maintain the tradition of free inquiry and open 
discussion. In extreme cases, as happened after the Ethiopian 
revolution of 1974, a university may be temporarily closed by a 
new regime determined to effect major social changes. In other 
instances, as in Uganda during Idi Amin's eight-year rule, a 
university may remain open but in a severely weakened state. 
Founded in 1922, Makerere, in Kampala, Uganda, was East 
Africa's first univesity. It became one of the strongest institutions 
of higher learning on the continent. Although it stayed open 
during the Amin era, research was virtually abandoned and the 
quality of instruction deteriorated as some 300 teachers fled to 
other countries. In spite of continued political uncertainties since 
Amin's overthrow, the university is making increasingly effective 
contributions to national reconstruction. Grants will be used for 
the immediate needs of the faculties of agriculture and the social 
sciences, both of which are regarded by university and 
government officials as central to the rebuilding of Uganda's 
shattered society. 
Funds are earmarked for the repatriation of exiled staff; for 
the purchase of books and periodicals; for duplicating machines 
to provide excerpts from textboks and scholarly journals; and for 
transportation equipment. The grant will also enable Makerere 
staff to establish contacts with scholars elsewhere in conferences 
and workshops. 
During the shutdown of Addis Ababa University between 
1974 and 1977, students and most of the staff were sent to the 
countryside by government order to "mobilize the peasantry" 
teach in village schools, and help introduce a major land reform. 
Since its reopening, the university has been seeking to restore 
links with scholars and institutions in the United States, Western 
Europe, and other parts of Africa. To assist this effort grants will 
be used for faculty fellowships in American universities, for 
faculty exchanges with other African universities, and for 
participation in international academic conferences by university 
administration and staff. 
Nolan F. Ward — 
CONTINUED from Page 1 
finally reached the vein of government contact through service 
and politics which opened the door to wider vision and to public 
skills. County Judges, State Representatives and finally State 
Governors, like Briscoe were to attest to his loyalty and his great 
skills. Now he stands at the pinacle of the states' Texas 
Employment Commission as Director. We salute our Major, and 
bid him God's speed. 
THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY — 
Faculty and Staff 
1. Dr. George R. Woolf oik Professor and Chairman, 
Department of History 
2. Dr. Anasuya S.Rao Associate Professor of History 
3. Dr. Purvis M. Carter Associate Professor of History 
4. Mr. James W.Harris Instructor of History 
5. Mr. Harris Bell Instructor of History 
6. Mrs. La Verne Hill Secretary 
BLACKS IN YOUR PAST — 
Charles R. Drew — (1904-1950) 
The storing of human blood until it is needed to save 
someone's life was the major contribution of Dr. Charles Drew to 
science and medicine. He researched the nature of human blood 
and created what has become known as "blood banks!' places 
where blood is kept in a special form (plasma) until needed by 
injured patients. In 1940, during World War II, the British asked 
Dr. Drew to establish a blood bank program for their country. 
After the war, he was appointed the first director of the American 
Red Cross Blood Bank, supplying plasma to the United States 
armed forces. He also became recognized as an outstanding 
surgeon, teacher and public servant, and in 1944 was awarded the 
Pringarn Medal. 
Percy Julian — (1898-1975) 
Finding a remedy for arthritis led to fame and fortune for Dr. 
Percy Julian, a noted chemical scientist. But, more important was 
the fact that his discovery made the medicine for this painful 
dise available to everyone at a much more reasonable price. Dr. 
Julian developed a way of making the medicine from the 
inexpensive American soybean instead of from the costly 
ingredient found in certain parts of animals and produced in 
Europe. At one time, he was president of two companies which he 
formed to produce this medicine. He later sold one of the 
companies to a leading medicine-making (Pharmaceutical) firm 
for several million dollars. 
Some Faculty Activities 
Anasuya S. Rao attended the semi-annual meeting of TCAH 
Educational Advisory Committee to review the grants 
applications in Austin, Texas. In November, 1979 she attended 
National Co ncil for Social Studies Advisory Committee Meeting 
on Teacher Education and Certification at Portland, Oregon. 
Harris E. Bell was a guest speaker on Focus, Channel 11, 
February 7, 1980. His topi as "Heritage for a New America" 
and "Black History Moi a.' He is also co-authoring with Dr. 
George R. Woolfolk a book titled: "Industry and Slavery in the 
Anti-Bellum South!' 
George Ruble Woolfolk attended and sat on the Panel for 
Local State and Regional — The National Endowment for 
Humanities in Washington, D. C. in April, 1980. During the 1980 
year he also served as a member on the Texas Historical 
Document Advisory Board, The Texas State Historical Society 
Executive Council and The Executive Council, the Association 
for the Study of Afro-American Life and History. 
Purvis M. Carter was invited by an officer of Phi Alpha 
Theta and the Southwestern Social Science Association to serve in 
capacity of Commentator, presider or read a paper in Phi Alpha 
Theta's sessions of the Southwest Social Science Association 
convening in Houston, Texas in April, 1980. In August, 1980 he 
participated in the Meeting of The Society for Historians of 
American Foreign Relations and Historians — State 
Department in Washington, D.C. 
James W. Harris was the pricipal speaker at the first annual 
Waller county "Juneteenth" celebration. He is also the 
recruitment officer for the department. 
